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banse> of Ir^UIaturs down to the wast 
{lettjr rorporations. 

" V^e state that whenever the labour of 
|>nblM: duly is'tobetxactril and enforced, 
*he Cathiil'ic is sought oiU aiwl seieoted ; — 
ivhfra honour or rewards are to b«: dispen- 
fied, be is iiegltectcd and ciiolf^nintd. 

" Where the military and naval strensth 
«f the empire is to b^ recruited, tlie Ca- 
tholicsare eagerly ntlirited, gay-com|w.lI- 
rd to bear at least their lull share in tlie 
perils ©f warfare and in lowe-t ranks, but 
vfaei> preferment aiid promotion (the dear 
•ud lejitimate prize of suooesslul vaioui) 
are to he distributed an rewards of nji,erit, 
no laurels si'e destined to grace a Catho- 
Jie's br*w, or fit the wearer for coniuiand. 

" We state thus generally the grievous 
condition of the Roman Catholics of Ire- 
land, occasioned solely by the fatal influ- 
ence aai operation of the penal laws, and 
though We forbear to enter into greater 
detail, jiet we do hot the.less trust to the 
influence of reason and justice (which e- 
tentnally must prevail) for effecting a full 
and detl&erate inqnirj- into our grievances, 
and aocamplishing our effectual re!i»f. 

" We do beg leave howe\'er, most so- 
lemnly to press upon the attention of this 
honourable house, tlie immijient public 
dangers which necessarily result from so 
inverted an order of things, and so. vicious 
and n»«ati»al a system of legislation, a 
sysfem which has lung been the reproach 
nf thistatjon, and isunparalleled through- 
cut moilern Christendom. 

" Ai*l we state it as our fixed opinion, 
^{lat'to restore to the Caiholics of Ireland, 
a fall, e<(nal, and unqualified pai'f icipatioii 
of the btneStSjOf the laws and constitution 
of England, and to lyithflraw all the priva- 
lipjjs, rj^Jtrictions and yexatiqjjs distinc- 
nons, mkich oppress, injure, and afflict 
tbem in their country, is now become a 
neasare, not merely expedient but abso- 
lutely n^essary, not only a debt of right 
fjiie Ifoa complaiginr people; but, perhaps, 
the last rcniaptinl^ resource 6( this empire, 
ii> the pfeservatiQft of which we take si* 
deep an interest. 

''We therefore pray thi» honourable 
house totalce into their most serinus con- 
»ideration,the n'ature extent, and opera- 
lion of the aforesaid penal laws, and by 
repealing the same altogether, to restore 
to ite Roman CXatholics Sf Ireland those 



liberties so longr withheld, and their due 
share in that constitution, ivbich they in 
cbmmo.n with th^ fellow subjects of every 
other description contribute by taxes, 
arms, end industry tu'imstain and defend. 
" And your petitioners will ever pray, 
&c.'' 

lESOLOTIONS OF C A1 HOLIC BtSHOFS. 

Atameetiug nf the Roman Catholic 
Prelates, assembled in Dublin, on the 
2+t|i instant, the followittg lesolncious 
were unanimously adopted ! 

1 . Resolved, That it is the undoubted 
aitti exclusive right of Roman Catholic 
bishops to discuss and decide on all mat* 
ters appertaining to the doctrine and dis- 
cipline of the Roman Catholic Church, 

2. ReDolved, That we do hereby con- 
firm and decljtre our ni^altered adiiereute 
to the resolutions unanimously einteied 
into at our last general meeting, on tUe 
14th September 1«08. 

^. ResoKed, That we are convinced 
that the oath of allegiance framed sud 
propohed by the legislature itself, and 
taken by us, is not only adequate security 
for ourloyalty^ buf that \fe know of no 
stronger pledge that we can possibly give. 

4. Kesoived, That havi^ig disctaimed 
upon oath all r,ight in the pup«!, 91 any 
other foreign potentate, to iJi^rfere in the 
temporal concerns of the kingdom, an ad- 
herence to the practice observed in the 
ajipoiutnient of Irish Roman Catholic 
Bishops can not tend ta|iruduce an undue 
or Diisfhievous exercise of any foreign 
influence whatsoever. 

5. Resolved, That we neither -seek 
nor desire any other earthly considera- 
tion for oiir spiritual jniuistry to our re- 
spective flockii, save what they may, 
from a sense of religion and duty, volun- 
tarilT'afiii>rd us. 

6. Resolved, That an address expiau-* 
atory of these , our ^entjiuents, be pre- 
pared and directed to the Roman Catbp- 
lic -Clergy and Laity, of Irejand, and 
conveying such further instruciibn as ex- 
istinj! circumstances may seem to requirp . 

f*The explanatipry address, contaih- 
ingtne res<>lutio|is at large, was pub1is(>> 
ed'(hy authority) 00 FridayMarcb Sd, by 
H. Eitzpatrick, No, 4, Capel -street. 
Printer aud Bookseller to the R. C, Col- 
lege pf Maynooth, 
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BRITISH. 
Captain Donoran, who has lately ed no rM/^jUfages.e^cfpt the i)u<cA ta^ 
travelled 1000 leagues intoibe interior of habiianti of tb« frontier prorior^a of th« 
justly observes/ that he ditcover colony ;. as atsaappears from the follow- 



